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1 EN we "ak of the Goſpel of God, 
it brings to mind his ſincerity in the 


the Goſpel, muſt have their Faith followed with 


5 Godly fincerity, to make them confeſs with their 


— Mouths, what they believe in their Hearts, both 


with reſpect to the leading concern of the Goſpel, 
acceptance with A oa to wey other thin g con- 


nected with it. 


Now here are a very few of us here, who have, 
much againſt our natural inclinations, been brought 
to conclude. in. our Hearts, that the different forts 


of Chriſtian Profeſſors, from the great, the material 
Church of Rome, and thro' all national Churches 


to the meaneſt Churches of Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
through every Chriſtian Country, form one great 


| body of People, which in the Apoſtle's writings 


get the name of the Man of Sin, who has come 
out of that Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, which the 


Apoſtle's left in the World, by means of that 
8 Falling away which they foretold 3. 


This vaſt body is called a Man, E974 as "os : 


true followers of the Lamb that was ſlain, with 


thoſe that from the beginning « of the world received, g 


= 2 The, i TH 2, 


propheſies and promiſes of the Old- 
: Teſtament Scriptures, which we ſee fulfilled in 
Jeſus. And it may be ſaid, that thoſe who believe 


A the 
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the promiſe of him, have the Dn name, a Man b, 


and are repreſented by the boch of a Man, "© 


which Jeſus Chriſt is the head. And as the true 
Church, or body of Chriſt, is repreſented by a 


Woman ©, even ſo, in like manner, are the before- 
= mentioned profeſſors of Chriſtianity, called a 
Moman, or ſet forth under that figure; but an 


unclean Woman, a Whore , pretending to be the 
Fpouſe of Chriſt, and to receive him for her Lord, 


but committing Fornication with Kings of the 
Earth, or otherwiſe taking another Lord, and 


being diſaffected to him in faith and ohedicnce. 


5 And as we have ſuch an opinion of the Chriſtian 
World, it cannot be inconſiſtent with that Godly | 


1 ſincerity, which comes as the effect of believing the 5 


0 Golpel, to confeſs it. 


This great apoſtate Church, which the Apoſtles Þ 
foretold, has come, according to their Word, and, 
according to their Propheſy, has come to the ap- 
pointed height, dominion and power ſet for her 
in the providence of him, who is even head over 
All things to his true Church. And whereas the 
Apoſtles ſaid, The Man of Sin ſhould fall into a 
Cynſumption before his final Deſtruction, and as 
a token bol the deſtruction approaching ; ; even ſo 


that conſumption has likewiſe come. The Kings 


of the Earth have been fulfilling their Work of 
making this apoſtate Church deſolate and naked. 
Her conſtitution. is ruined : her body broken into 
numerous different denominations, like a King- 


dom or Houſe divided againſt itſelf. And the it 


ferent builders of all the denominations in this great 
houſe have got their Lip eee 5 that they 


„ Bpb. 1 , and | Chap iv. * 13, TH 16. e Rev. Al. 'D 


* Rev. Xii. —7 e 2 Thel. i ii. 8. 


Gen. xi. 7. 


can 


"x3 1 
can proceed | no further in building = ai The. 
uniformity once ſo ſtrong, can never more in 
that ſhape be reſtored, or ſucceed the diſper- 
Jo 8 that God in his Providence has brought 


to paſs. 
1 And the fifth Angel poured our his Vial upon the 
* ſeat of the beaſt; and his Kingdom Was Full of 
= : darkneſs. 


May the mighty God enhcreaſe the darkneſs, 
confuſion and diftreſs thro' every part of the King- 


dom of the Beaſt. By this wiſh, it may be known 


how we ſtand affected to the different denomina- : 
tions of the Chriſtian World. | _ 
When the Lord Jeſus ſhall come the: Gout >: 
Time without Sin to the Salvation of the very few | 
that will be looking for him (and the Time is juſt 
at hand) he then comes to deſtroy this great cor- 
* rupt Church, by the brightneſs of that 8 
P- Then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon them, "= 
er travail upon a Woman with Child; and they y mall - 
rer not eſcape i. And it is ſome comfort to them who 
the are looking for Chriſt, that, They are not in dark- 
as W refs, that that Day Heal overtake them as 4 
a Thief *. 3 
„ faithy, before this deſtruction come, that 
vgs great call of God Almi ghty will fetch all his Peop le 
of out of her communion into the Churches of bis | 
ed. WU Saints, where there will be found Salvation: Come. 


out of her my People, that ye be not partakers of 
Her Sins, and that ** receive not of ber  Dlagues, | 
Rev. xvii. 4. 
| Theſe Churches, where there ſhall be found 
Salvation, at this fearful ti me, faſt approaching; 
. muſt be e like the Churches that were 


5 x Gen. ii a * 2 Theſ. ii. 1 1 Theſ. v. 3. « ver. 4. 


Tx} 


at the beginning. They muſt have the Faith- 
once delivered to the Saints, connected with Salva- 
tion; and they muſt have the commandments of 
| God. If we are then indeed concerned about our 


own Salvation, and concerned to eſcape the wrath 


to come, we ſhall be equally concerned about the 
Faith. And as Faith is beljeving God, how can 
| we better illuſtrate it than by attending to the 


teſtimony which God has given of his Son? as we 
have it in the third chapter of the Goſpel lee bo: 


to Matthew, and the 16th Verſe. 


And lo, a Voice from Heaven, fajing, This 15 


my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 
This is the teſtimony of the righteous. Father, 


= concerning Jeſus of Nazareth; and it is from Hea- 
ven. | Theſe words form the Capital, the central | 
ſaying of the Scriptures; to which every thing in 
them ſome way refers: and they ſhew an unity of 
| _ deſign thro! the whole. Or it may be ſaid, that, 


| Theſe few words collect the ſenſe and grand import 
of all the Scripture, and ſet that import before us 
in one point of view. Indeed the wiſdom and 


goodneſs of God appears very remarkable in fre- 
quently exhibiting compendiums of the Faith, 
ſetting before us the import of all the Scriptures in 
few words, that whoſoever believes may thereby be 
ſaved. We may then ſay, Our eternal Salvation, 
or Deſtruction, will at laſt eventually turn on the 
concluſion our minds come to on theſe words of 
the Father concerning the Son. If we believe them 
as Jeſus did, we ſhall be faved : If we take them 


up in a contrary light, or affix to them a falſe 
ſenſe, we ſhall periſh. Here we are brought to an 


aweful ſtand, where there is no medium between 


Faith and Infidelity, with their conſequent connec- 


tions, Salvation 1 Damnation. So when Jeſus gave 
his twelve Apoſtles this ſame Teſtimony, (which he 


called 


Ts Þ 


called the Goſp pel) to report to all the world; he 


told them, 7 694 whoſoever believed their report 


ſhould be ſaved, and he that believed them not 


ſhould be damned. Mark xv1. 16. 


All Men are therefore nearly concerned in the 


great Truth which is here teſtified by the Father 


from Heaven. And I do not mean to inſinuate, 
that there is any thing obſcure, deep, or intricate 
in it: quite the reverſe. But the minds of Nen 
are blinded by a deceitful ſenſe of Worth, in their 
_ own character, on one hand, and, on the other, by 
having the character of God, through the influ- 
ence of this deception, placed before them in ſuch 
ga light as ſuits with their notion of dignity, righ- 
teouſneſs or holineſs in Men. Thus they (I ſpeak 
of thoſe eſteemed the beſt men and he ſoundeſt 
5 Chriſtians) form a God like themſelves. And 
hence it is, that the Imagination (2 Cor. x. 5.) that 
we have ſomething, at leaſt, in our diſpoſitions, or 


in our works, that God is "well pleaſed with, is a : 


thought we cannot part with, till, by the forceable 
conviction of the truth in our text, we are, againſt _ 
our will, furniſhed with a new diſcovery of the 
daivine Character, which did not enter our Hearts 
before: A Character moſt aweful, ſhewing us that 
the very things in us on account of which we 
valued ourſelves, and took comfort before God, are 
the things that render us odious in his ſight, and 
mark us out for deſtruction : and fo, 125 which. 
is highly eſteemed among Men, is abomination in the 
fight of God. It is indeed naturat- for us to be 
| averſe to that which makes us miſerable, that 
which demonſtrates us deſperately. wicked where 
we thought to approve ourſelves righteous ; and 
removes from us all ground of glorying before God, 


where we thought we had ſure ſtanding. | w 
But 
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But if the teſtimony of the righteous Father, 
reſpecting the Son come from heaven to manifeſt 


the divine character in his fe and death, if this 


teſtimony, I ſay, ſhew us our wickedneſs and con- 


ſequent danger of perdition, it, at the ſame time, 


brings us effectual relief, even in the broadeſt view 
of our guilt, by pointing us to the Sox, a perſon of 
infinite dignity and worth, ſtanding engaged to 


probation. 


But before we conſider this more particularly, let 
us firſt note a few things that may ſhew us in what 
an eminent and important light this truth ſtands in 
the New teſtament ; even this truth that Jeſus of 


Nazareth was certainly the Son of God. 


— 1. Jeſus was, by the power of the higheſt, in | 
the womb of his mother, formed with a diſpoſition 
| ſuitable to believe this fact from the Old-Teſta- 


ment ſcriptures, and the revelation to his mother 
before his conception. The Holy Ghoſt opened his 


ears to hear the voice of God in divine revelation : 
and this is the ſcope of it all, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Son of God. Accordingly we find him early 
pirofeſſing the belief of this truth: when his mother 
ſaid to lum, Thy Father and I have ſought thee ſor- 
rowing, he replied, Miſt ye not that I muſt be about 
my FATHER's buſineſs. Here Jeſus ſignified his 
belief of his being the Son of God, tho? he was 
not underſtood ; but his mother kept the fayings in 


her heart. See Luke ii. 46—31. 


1 The preacher, ſpeaking of our guilt and danger, has ſtill 

directly in view, thoſe good difpofitions and works, on account 
of which, we ſecretly bleſs ourſelves as more acceptable to 
_ God than the profane. Here our guilt appears in the broadeſt 


view. 


When 


T4 1] 


2. When Jeſus came to enter on his public mi- 


1 to the Jews, to whom he was to tell this 


truth he believed, we ſee him confirmed in his faith, 


from our text by this teſtimony of his Father, and, B 


in the preceding verſe by the deſcent of the Holy 0 
Ghoſt, The Holy Ghoſt came upon him as the 


Spirit of patience to qualify him for maintaining 
this truth under all temptations and ſorrows, and 


: againſt all oppoſition unto death. 


3. When Jeſus had received this notable confir- 


mation of his faith, that he was the Son of God, he 
was immediately led up from his baptiſm into the 
wilderneſs, that his faith might undergo the ſevereſt 
trial from the tempter, who, having indeed every 
advantage againſt him, levelled his temptations for 
this fatal purpoſe, to beget in him, if it might be, 
a doubt whether he was really the Son of God, = 
he had believed or not: F thou be the Son of God, 
command that theſe ſtones be made bread. If thou be 


the Son of God, caſt thy ſelf down :—AII theſe wil! 


I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me. 
| Tho! Jeſus was here placed in the moſt diſadvanta- 
geous circumſtances for withſtanding the different 

temptations, yet he overcame by the word of God 

which he believed: It 1s written again. Satan 


found no place where his temptations could make 
the leaſt impreſſion. 


4. When the faith of Jeſus had ſuſtained this 
great attack from the father of lies, it was from 
thenceforwards ſet directly, in open view, before 
his children, the Jews, who, with great zeal for the 


honour of God, oppoſed it, under many ſpacious 
Pretences. The fact, that Jeſus was the Son of God, 
was the great thing in diſpute between him and the 


men of tus 1 nation in the greateſt repute for piety, 


8 Mat. iv. 1— 11. „ 
orthodoxy 


[4 1 
orthodoxy, and devotion to the ſervice of God. 
See particularly John, chapters 5th, 8th and 1oth. 


There was a proceſs carried on upon this matter. 


Jeſus maintained the truth he believed, from the 
teſtimony of John the baptiſt *, the teſtimony of 
his Father in our text, the divine works which he 
wrought before them, and from the teſtimony of 
the Old-Teſtament Scriptures, See John v. 17, 18, 


32, 40. This Proceſs iſſued in Chriſt's death. When 
the time of it's concluſion drew near, we find the 
High Prieſt, who preſided in the great court where 
the queſtion was determined againſt Jeſus, propo- 
ſing to him, for the laſt time, and in the moſt ſolemn _ 
manner, whether he propoſed to abide by his pre- 
tenſion ? 7 adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell 
us whether thou be the Chrift, the Son of God? Jeſus 
confeſſed the truth. He owned himſelf the Son of _ 
Cod: And his confeſſion brought on him the ſen- 
tence of death. Says the High Prieſt, hat think 
ye ? They anſwered, and ſaid, He is guilty of death. 


Mat. xxvi. 63, 66. 


But Jeſus held faſt the truth in the view of dying 


for it. And in the extremity of his ſufferings, when 
his God forſook him, and gave him the cup of mor- 


tal ſorrow, (becauſe of his people's fins) in that hour 
9 darkneſs to his ſoul, he remained unſhaken in 
the belief of the truth, faying, O my Father '* and 
his ſoul expired in the Niedfaſt belief of it; for thus 
he commended his departing ſoul to his Father: 
FATHER into thy hands I commend * Spirit. 


Luke xxiii. 46. 


The Jews, many of them.” no doubt, thou ght 5 
when they ſaw Jeſus dead, and no appearance of 


the F SO 8 interpoſing t. to fave him from death, nor 


22 11 9 And I ſaw, pe bare 3 that this 3s Ib 


Len of God, © Mat. xxvi. 39—42. 


any 


1 


any power in himſelf to prevent it u, that his pre- 


tenſion to be the Meſſiah, the Son of God, was, at 


laſt, detected, as a piece of impoſture ; which, in 


: their zeal for the honour of God, they had brought 
to light, by thus puſhing the trial of it to the laſt 
extremity. For we do not find that the aweful 
tokens of God's diſpleaſure in the miracles that ac- 


companied his death, did ſoften their hearts towards 


that truth for which he died. It is indeed ſaid of the 
people that came together to that ſight, that they 

beholding the things that were done, /mote their 
breaſts, and returned: And the officer af the ſoldiers 

that attended his crucifixion, did really- acknow- _ 
ledge the truth on which he laid down his life: He 


ſaid, Truly, this man was the Son of God. But we 


5 find thoſe who had condemned Jeſus to death for 
confefling himſelf the Son of God, and had pro- 
cured the ſanction of the Roman governor for his 
death, ridiculing him on the croſs, and after his 
| death and burial, taking ſure methods to prevent 


185 report of his reſurrection. Mat. xxvii. 62—66, 


But there was not an end of this truth when 
Tek was dead and buried. The ſentence of the Jews 
was reverſed,and the truth of his being the Son of God 

demonſtrated in his reſurrection. He was, ſays the 
Apoſtle, DETERMINED 7he Son of God with power, 
according to the ſpirit of —_ by the reſurreftion 
fr om the dead. Rom. 1. 4. 


Inſtead of extirpating this fact from the earth, 
that Jeſus of Nazareth was the Son God, as the 


Jews intended, by killing him, they were making 
way for the evidence of it to ſhine forth to the world; 
for, on the aſcenſion of Jeſus, the Holy Ghoſt Was 
ſent down from heaven, to ſpread abroad the truth 


u For cher cad, "Why he way on the WY in imitation of 


their Father, the devil, I thou be tve Son A God, come down 
| from the croſs. Mat. xxvii. 42, 43. 


B in 


— I i 
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in the een goſpel by the miniſtry of the 
| Apoſtles. When he came he 7e/tified of Jeſus, 


even as Jeſus had before ſaid he ſhould do: and he 
convinced the Jews of their Sin of not believing 
him to be the Chriſt, the Son of God. We ſee © 


that Peter's fermon, Acts, chap. 11. carried con- 
viction to about three thouſand, who had given 


conſent to his death, that the fame Jeſus whom 
they had crucified was made both Lord and Chriſt 
— That he was indeed what he had acknowledged 8 
| himſelf to be before their high Plc, Ty be Chrift, 


the Son of God. 


T . made in Je to 
the Apoſtle's teſtimony, by the Holy Ghoſt, only 
ſerved to ſpread it abroad; for, hey that were ſcat- 

tered abroad went every . preaching the word of 
his reſurrection as the proof of his being the Son of 

God. This brought Philip to the city of Samaria, 

where he preached Chrift, his being alive again, 

and the things concerning the name of F:/us Chriſt, 
which reminds us of his being the Son of God. 

On this belief the Samaritans were baptized, Acts 

viii. 5. 12. as the dwellers at Feral: had been 


before, Acts ii. 41. 


6. To believe that Teſus Chriſt is he 3 of - 
God as it ſtands confirmed by his reſurrection, is 
the faith of the true church. From Samaria Phi- 
lip was directed to the Eunuch of Ethiopia to whom 
he preached Je/us, even as he had before preached 


Chriſt at Samaria: Hie preached 7e/us that he was 


the Son of God; for thus the Eunuch's confeion 


aniwers to Philip s preaching : 1 believe that Jeſt eſUs 


Chriſt is the Son of ® God. This is the foundation of 
the New-Teftament church, upon which it ſtands 
as on a rock. When Peter confeſſed his faith t to 


I: xvi. 8. 9. b As viii. 37. 


Jeſus, 


BN E ] 5 
Jeſus, he ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living 


God: Jelus replies, On this rock will I build my 


church; and the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 


it. Mat. xvi. 16—18. Agreeable to this, when 
Paul preached the faith, which once he deſtroyed * 


be preached Chrift in the Synagogues, that be is the | 


Son of God. Acts ix. 20. 

J. As it was before noted, every one who 
believes this truth, as Jeſus believed it, and 
as the Apoſtles believed it, viz. all who take 
up the import of the fact in the fame light they 

did, have eternal life with them; For God ſo 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten SoN, 


that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. —He that believeth on the So 


\ bath everlaſting life. John iii. 16. 36. Again, 
John tells us, that whoſoever believes that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, is born of God, and 
overcometb the world. 1 John v. 1. 5. And the Lord 
told Peter, that to underſtand him to be the Son 


of God, laid beyond the line of fleſh and blood: 


 Flehh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven, This truth then 
comes from heaven, even as the words of our 
text come from heaven: And lo, a voice from 
heaven. Hence the believers of this truth are ſaid 
to be born from above or born again. And the 
_ apoſtle James, ſpeaking of the Father, ſays, 
Of his own will begat he us with the word of 
truth; even this ſame truth, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
his beloved Son in whom he is well pleaſed. John 
acquaints us with the great deſign of writing his 
Goſpel in this manner: Theſe things are written that ye 
might believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, the Son of Ged, 


end that believing, ye might have life thro bis name. 


"Gu Ligg: - 
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in the everlaſting goſpel by the miniſtry of the 
Apoſtles. When he came he 7eftified of Jeſus, 


cven as Jeſus had before ſaid he ſhould do: and he 


convinced the Jews of their Sin of not believing 
him to be the Chriſt, the Son of God. We ſee 
that Peter's ſermon, Acts, chap. ii. carried con- 


viction to about three thouſand, who had given 
conſent to his death, that the fame Jeſus whom 
they had crucified was made both Lord and Chriſt | 
E That he was indeed what he had acknowledged = 1 
| himſelf to be before their high F 2 be Chriſt, | 


the Son of God. 


| Yea, and the oppoſition made in Jeruſalem to 
the Apoſtle's teſtimony, by the Holy Ghoſt, only 


ſerved to ſpread it abroad; for, hey that were ſcat- : 


tered abroad went every adore preaching ihe word of 
bis reſurrection as the proof of his being the Son of 


SG God. This brought Philip to the city of Samaria, : 
where he preached Cbriſt, his being alive again, | 


and the things concerning the name of F:/us Chriſt, 
Which reminds us of his being the Son of God. 


On this belief the Samaritans were baptized, Acts . 
viii. 5. 12. as the dwellers at Jeroen had been _ 
before; Ads i 4 


6. To believe that Lb Chriſt is the Son of 


God as it ſtands confirmed by tis reſurrection, is 
the faith of the true church. From Samaria Phi- 


lip was directed to the Eunuch of Ethiopia to whom 
he preached Fe/us, even as he had before preached 

_ Chriſt at Samaria: He preached Je/us that he was 
the Son of God; for thus the Eunuch's confeſton 
anſwers to Philip s preaching ; 1 believe that Jeſus 


Chriſt is the Son of ® God, This is the foundation of | 
the New-Teſtament church, upon which it ſtands 


as on a rock, When Peter confeſſed his faith to 


. Ichn zvi. 8. 9. 5 Acts viii. 37. 
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IJ Jeſus, he ſaid, Thou art Chrift, the Son of the living 


God: Jeſus replies, On this rock will I build my 


church; and the gates of Hell ſball not prevail againſt 
WE Mat. xvi. 16—18. Agreeable to this, when 
Paul preached the faith, which once he deſtroyed * 
he preached Chriſt in the * that be 150 the 
Son of God. Acts ix. 20. 
J. As it was before noted, every one who 
believes this truth, as Jeſus believed it, and 
as the Apoſtles believed it, viz. all who take 
up the import of the fa# in the fame light they 
did, have eternal life with them; For God /o 
5 Joved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but. 
have everlaſting life. —He that believeth on the Sox 
hath everlaſting life. John in. 16. 36. Again, 8 
John tells us, that whoſoever believes that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, is born of God, and 
overcometh the werld. 1 John v. 1. 5. And the Lord 
told Peter, that to underſtand him to be the Son 
of God, laid beyond the line of fleſn and blood: 
Fleh ud blood bath not revealed it unto thee, but my # 
Father which is in heaven, This truth then 
comes from heaven, even as the words of our 
text come from heaven: And lo, a voice from 
heaven. Hence the believers of this truth are ſaid 
to be born from above or born again. And the 
apoſtle James, ſpeaking of the Father, lays, 
Of his own will begat he us with the word of 
truth; even this ſame truth, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
his beloved Son in whom he is well pleaſed. John 
acquaints us with the great deſign of writing his 
Goſpel in this manner: T heſe things are written that e 
' might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of Grd, 
and that believing, ye might have life thro bis name. 


"<a 1. 23. 285 
. S8. Finally 


— 


r +: ont ne arr 
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8. Finally, that this truth may live to the end 
of the world, for the falvation of every one who 
believes it, there are three bearing record to it in 
| heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, — 
And there are three bearing witneſs on earth, The 
ſpirit and the water and the blood. And may we 
then conſider, that this truth which we believe, 
and are ſaved, comes from God.—This is the wit. 
neſs of God which he hath teflifi:d of bis Son, He 


that believes has the witneſs in his conſcience : He 
that b-li-veth not God hath made him a liar, becauſe 


be believeth not the record that God gave of bis S 


Theſe things I have noted with a view to awa- 
| ken attention to the great importance which this 


truth ſeems to claim. But whether this end ſhall 
be gained with reſpect to any of you, which 1 


ſuppoſe curioſity has brought here, is a * 
with which the preacher has no buſineſs. 


Let us now attend more particularly to the i im- 


port of this divine teſtimony from the Father, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 
The firft thing that ſtrikes our mind on hearing 


the Father teſtify that the man Jeſus is his Son, is, | 


his being partner with the Father in the divine na- 
5 TA and equally with the Father having every di- 


vine attribute and perfection peculiar to the n: 
God even as Jeſus, being called the Son of man 


im ports his being a partner with the ſeed of Abra- 


han in their zalure, or truly and properly a man. 
| Thoſe who believed Jeſus to be the Son of God at 
the beginning, believed him to be God. Accor- 


dingly we find the diſciples, on an inſtance of di- 


vine power he gave them, gave this reaſon for pay- _ 
ing him divine worſhip : Of atruth thou art the Sou of 
_ God, Mat. xiv. 23. And the man whoſe eyes Jeſus | 
Sed, as ſoon as he underſtood him to be the 
n of God, LE worſhipped bim, and Jeſus received 
the 


one 
28 


ra- 


an. 


cor⸗ 
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Pay- 
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3 
the worſhip. Read John ix. 35—38. Nathanael 


alſo underſtood that omniſcience belonged to him, 
| when he cned out, Thou art the Son of God. John 
1. 48, 49. 


But not Men only, but all the Angels worſhip 


that Perſon who is the Son, the firſt begotten, Heb. 
i. 6. The firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
_ Hebrews treats on the Perfon of the Son of God, 
and calls him the brightneſs of the Father's Glory 
and his expreſs Image; he is alſo there ſaid, to 
_ upbold all things by the word of his Power, to lay 
the foundation of the Earth in the beginning, and 
to make the Heavens, which he ſhall again fold up 
4s aà veſture; but he remains unchangeably the ſame, 
and his Years never fail. Yea he is, from the 
45th Pſalm, thus addreſſed, Thy throne, O God, 
Is for ever andever : a ſcepter of Righteouſneſs is the 
Jeepter of thy Kingdom. And the 24th Pſalm, which 
Calls on theeverlaſting doors to move to this Perſon _ 
at taking the ſcepter of his Kingdom, aſks this queſ- 
tion, Who is this King of Glory? and returns this 
anſwer, The Lord of Hoſts, he 1s the King of Glory. 
The Devils alſo fell down before him under 
this acknowledgment : Thou art the Son of God. 
_ Mark 0041; #7 „ 


And his Enemies, the Jews, who oppoſed him 


as a Blaſphemer, in calling himſelf the Son of Gd, 
underſtood him to be thereby making himſelf God; 
and therefore they ſought to kill him, not only be- 
cauſe he had broken the Sabbath, but becauſe he 
alſo ſaid, That God was his Father, making himſelf 
equal with God. Jeſus ſaid in their hearing, I and 
my Father are one, on which they took up Stones 
to ſtone him, and ſaid upon it, For a good work we 
ſtone thee not; but for Blaſphemy, and becauſe that 


thou, being a Man makeft Thy SELF God, 


Tt 1a] 
It was this made their High Prieſt rent his 
clothes, as a token of his hearing horrible Blaſ- 


| phemy, when he heard Jelus acknowledge himſelf : J 
| the Son of Gd. 1 
| It may yet be noted further, that wha: the 3 
| - Meſſiah was promiſed, as the Son grven, he was - ah 
| called /he mighty God. Iſa. ix. 6. mi 
| But if Chriſt's being the Son of God, impor ts "ns 
| his having the ſame divine Nature with the Father, = 
| and ſhews his true and proper Godhead ; it alſo im- ws 
; | Ports his being another Peron than the F ather, even W 
| as a Son is another Perſon than his own Father, and or 
| as the Son of God was ſent of the Father into the "os 
World, and came forth from the Father, 1 
; His being the Son of Cod alſo leads us to think * 
; "of him as the Image of the invi}l ble God, the F ather 8 5 © Eh cor 
| likeneſs or expreſs Image, and the Way r 
| Father, on whom we fix our minds when we pray Cor 
| 0 the Father in Heaven. See John 1 We 
; and Chap. iv. 23, 24. with Heb. * 19, 20. miſ 
| r 3 
| The Father teſtifying to us that he is well || / 
; pleaſed in his Son leads our minds directly to his | ,. | 
| Office, as the promiſed Meſſiab the Chriſt. This : ley 
| teſtimony of divine Approbation in Jeſus of Naza- I divi 
| reth refers to the Words he had ſpoken to John be- irn 
fore his Baptiſm : Thus u / becometh us to Julfl all ouſn 
Rig hteouſneſs. : jeſu 
6 The law of God requires rerfact: obedience _ = as 
connects that obedience with Life, or the favour _ 1 
„„ Ot Lad + 7, he Man that doeth thoſe things Hall Irve © reou! 
: in them. = This do and thou ſhalt live; but, at 3 
=. the ſame time it curſes every Tranſgreſſor: Curſed mn 
ö 5 one that continueth not in all things ubich preſſ 
| are wr en in the Book * the Law to do them. Ss: Che 


When 


. 
— .. ˙ Ä ety, ens 


. 
When this Law was given by Moſes, the People 


to whom it was given, ſent this anſwer to their God: 


All that the Lord hath ſpoken will we do. Exod. 
xix. 8. Upon which the Lord utters theſe words : 


O that there were ſuch an Heart in them, that th: y 
would keep all my Commandments always, that it 


might be wel: with them and with their Children for 
. - ever Deut. v. 29. 


Now, is it poſſible we can «think; that this Law 


Was given never to be fulfilled; or that the People's 
words were ſent to God never to be made good; 


or that this wiſh was uttered from the Mouth of 


the Lord never to be accompliſhed i ? Do we ad- 
mit this thought in our heart ?- 
And yet never one of theſe Things were, fully ac- 
cCompliſhed in that firf Covenant, We muſt then 
look for the accompliſhment of all this in a new 
Covenant, of which the former ſtood as a Type. 
We muſt look for its accompliſhment in the pro- 


_ miſed Meſſiah, the Seed to ſpring from the People 5 
of that Old Covenant. e 


GOD FoRBiD! 


And in him the whole is accompliſhed, even 


= as in God's account, the Law was given, the 


obedience of the People promiſed, and the 


divine wiſh. uttered, with a direct View to 
him, bo is the end of the Law for Rig bie- 
 ouſneſs to every one that believethb. And this is 
Jeſus of Nazareth; who came to Julſil all Righte- 
ouſneſs 
Honourable- 
teouſneſs and the Lord is WELL PLEASED for 
his Righteouſneſs ſake : This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed, So then, all the ex- 


preſſions of divine Approbation under the Old 
Covenant center here. 8 


to magnify the Law and make it 
to bring in an everlaſting Rig h- 


Thoſe 


[ 4] 
Thoſe who feared the name of their God in TY 


Old Teſtament church, looked for one to come, to 


fulfil that broken law they were under, and to re- 


deem them from its curſe; and the ground of this 
expectation in them was the ground of all their | 
comfort in life and death; and therefore they ear- 

neſtly deſired to ſee his day, and longed for the /al- 
vation of Iſrael to come out of Zion; one who ſhould 
vork all their works for them. But no ſuch perſon 
appeared, till Jeſus was born of the Virgin Mary, 
whom one of theſe Old Teſtament Saints, who was 


waiting for him, took up in his arms, and bleſſed 


Cod and ſaid, Lord, now letieſt thou thy Jervant 


depart in peace, according to thy word : For mine 


eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.— Now they found 


the Heſiah, him of whom Moſes, in the law, and 
the prophets, did write, Jeſus of Nazareth. 
When this ſame divine teſtimony came to Jens 
Chriſt, at his transfignration in the holy mount, he 
Was converſing with Moſes and Elias concerning hrs 
- aiſeaſe which he ſhould accomphſh at Feruſalem. See 
Luke ix. 30, 41—35. And the good pleaſure of the 
Father in Chriſt, reſpects his deceaſe at Jeruſalem, 
| his death on the croſs, where his righteouſneſs was 
finiſhed, and reconciliation made for iniquity. In 
| Chriſt's death on the croſs, the glory of the divine 
| juſtice was fully manifeſted by the execution of the 
_ threatned curſe againſt all ungodline/s and unrighte- . 
ouſne/s of men; and the glory of the divine mercy 
in the falvation of thouſands of ſinners. Chriſt re- 
deemed his people, for whom he engaged to fulfil 
aall righteouſneſs, from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for them. This was alſo prefigured 1 in 


the ſacrifices of Moſes's law. The inſtitution of 

theſe ſacrifices was accompanied with this expreſſion 

of divine fatisfaction : A faveet favour | unto the Lord. 
Lev. 


: pel; ; and ſtands proved by that great fact, his re- 
C 
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Lev: chap. i; 1 Which was not expreſſed with re 


ſpect to theſe Ferber of themſelves alone, but as 


types of the offering of the body of Jeſus Cbriſt; 
for this was the ſacrifice that came as the end of the 


law, of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour unto the Lord, Eph. 


v. 2. and aboliſhed the former, of which it was ſaid, 


in birnt offerings and facrifices for fin thou had no 
pleaſure. Then ſaid I, lo, I come to do thy will, 
O God: Heb: x. 6. 5 


he firſt covenant and eſtabliſhed the ſecond. Thus, 
 zhe law was given by M ſes, but grace and 1 


And his coming aboliſhed 


came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
. The divine good pleaſure then, expreſſed. in our 


I rext, reſpects — work of Chriſt ALONE; even, that 
work by which he has manifeſted his Father's name 

| (viz. his character) as jusT in the execution of 
the threatned curſe to the fulleſt extent; and MER- 

_ erevL to the thouſands of the tranſgreſſors of his 
law., jus r AND MERCIFUL IN PERFECTION: This 
is the true God: and it is life eternal to know him. 
To ͤ whomſoever the work of Chriſt, the ſubſtitute 
fe the gulty, extends, the divine good pleaſure 
follows it. In vain, then, ſhall any Sinner ſeek to 
pleaſe God by. what he finds himſelf to be in diſtinc- 
don from the moſt ungodly, by any thing he 
Works or any thing he feels; in vain ſhall any Sin- 


ner pray for grace to enable him to ſee or feel any 
thing about him to intitle him to the divine favour, 


and in vain fhall he expect ever to hear ought elſe 
from God to give him comfort than the bare teſti- 


mony in our text, that he 1 is well Pleaſed | in his be- 
loved Son. 


Now, as the tidings, that Chriſt „e the Son 
Wy God, has appeared, as the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs, and has fulfilled all righteouſneſs, in 
place of the ungodly of every nation, is the gol- 


ſur- 


Wi! 1 = 

ſurrection from the dead; I acknowledge all I have. 0 

been faying hitherto has only been to make way for: | — 

this concluſion, Z 

That the work of the Son * God, is of. irſelf | 
alone ſufficient to juſtify before God, and ſave 
from wrath the chief of Sinners. And that the 

bare report which the apoſtles have made of his 
perſon and work, is, of itſelf alone, fuffioient to 
eaſe the guilty conſcience and give coMPLEAT RE 
Itter to the vileſt of mankind, as ſoon as ever that 
report is believed in the heart. The New teſtament 


every where ſupports this. For, beſides the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, there is none 


1 

bother given under heaven e men eee we „ 1 
muſt be ſaved. =_ 

IF No doubt it will be deſpiſed, or -jodied: 16 = =” 
=: ble, that what a perſon bib, Who appeared in the _ 
| world near 1800 years ago ſhould be alone ſuffici- KF + 
VB ent of itſelf, to juſtify us before God, juſt as we, | lie 
4 at preſent, ſtand; without our doing or feeling any - 
= 6 thing to make us differ from the vileſt of men. F „ 
| But thus it was from the beginning: The ſame fort g 
BH "ot contempt appeared when the the apoſtles p reached % 
| the goſpel. See Ia. Chap. liii. Acts xii. Goals = =” 
And this ſt be the ſure attendant of the goſpel fre 
; report to the end of the world; for till then Chriſt Fee 
] rules by his word, the rod of his ſtrength, in the 3 
| midſt of his enemies. The truth concerning the per- 1 
ſon and work of Jeſus, muſt meet the ſame treat- as 
| ment, from the Chriſtian World, that he met with -" yo 
2 Hhimfelf from the' Jews, when he told them the truth MW: yo1 
DE: wang he heard of God. 5 tha 
| + There is nothing enſnaring in the goſpel to wr | ſoa 
| men to profeſs it. It aſſures all who profeſs it they pa 
| muſt meet with tribulation in the world, and be ; 2 
conformed to Jeſus in ſt . chat they ', = I ST 


deſ- Chr 


„ 


tao hk 


| deſpiſed and hated of all forts of people to the very 


end. 


But very likely ſome may be inclined to ſay, 


Webelieve, as much as any one can do, the re- 


** preſentation that has been given of the perſon and 
Work of the Son of God; but we do not find 
any ſatisfaction at all in believing theſe facts; 
we want to know our intereſt in Chriſt, and that 


** what he has done, he did it for us. Have you 
nothing to offer for our ſatisfaction upon this 
cc 


head? For without this, any thing that can be 


i 


fuld of Chriſt, is no goſpel to us.” My anſwer 


is briefly this: I have nothing further to ſay on this 


head, than that you cannot give a plainer demon- 

ſtration of your being unbelievers ; or whatever you 
believe concerning the work of Chriſt, that 
may be true, you believe it together with a lie 
that is connected with damnation. To talk of be- 

lieving the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 


and not have joy and peace in believing ; or, to have 


| faith without being juſtified, is, in the view of the 
goſpel, as great an abſurdity as can be uttered, _ 


But you may proceed forward, ſeeking comfort 5 


by what you find yourſelves to be, in diſtinction 
from what you once were; or by what you do, 
feel, or experience, it matters not which: You may 


hereby ſtrive to introduce yourſelves to the benefit 


of Chriſt's work for ſinners; and be you as devout, 


as orthodox, and as experimental as you may, all 


pour labour, and its laſt iſſue, you have ſet before 
you in the words of your Maker. Behold all ye 
that kindle a fire, that compaſs yourſelves about with) 


ſparks ; walk in the light of your fire, and in the 


ſparks that ye have kindled. This ſhall ye have of 
mine hand, ye ſball lie down in ſorrow. Ia. I. 11. 


When theſe words of our text were ſpoken at 


Chriſt's transfiguration, This is my beloved ſon, in 


2 whom. 


61. ß 4405 ie 26 


$i. 5. 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
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 «vhom I am well pleaſed, The voi ce added, Hx A R 


YE HIM. 


Now, when the firſt goſpel caitther appeared, 


they appeared ftanding upon this Faith, as a houſe 


ſtands on its foundation: and the apoſtles taught 
theſe churches to obſerve all things whatſoever 
Chrift had commanded them. What they delivered 
unto the Churches, were the Pears. oy” received. 
from S 

13 members of these churches were united to- 
gether by the ſimple truth; for Chriſt was not on- 
ly their foundation but the chief Cornerſtone c. 
That which commended them to one anothers 


hearts and affections was the truth they believed. 


They loved one another for the truth's ſake which 

- Jerk in them*. The truth which they believed 
Waga their bond of peace; the hinge and center of 
their union. — And this faith ſeparated them from 
all their former religious connections. See Acts 
11. 40. 
Koa: every member, in one coal theſe cds. 
appeared like-minded with the reſt. They were 
F one beart, and of one ſoul *, even as they were one 
body f. It is true the church at Corinth had diviſi- 
ons; but the apoſtle ſpoke to them in a manner that 


ſhewed, evidently, his being greatly ALARMED : 


Now 1 beſeech you brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that ye ſpeak the ſame thing, and that 
there be no diviſions among you; but that ye be perfectly 
Joined together in the ſame mind and in the ſame judg- 
1s Chrift divided? And he ſhewed them, 
they could not eat the Lord's ſupper, till their 
N hey Was reſtored, without n and drinking 


ment. 


2 Matt. xxviii. 20. by Cor. xi. 23. 8 
b d 2 John i. 2. Accs iv. 32. 
# Eph, iv. 4. 5 85 


judgment 


In you, — 
the apoſtles alarmed when they ſaw any thing in 
the churches contrary to Chriſt's prayer to the TT 
Father, I Bat they all may be one s. The chriſtian _ 

union is a ſtriking proof of the power and truth _ 
of the goſpel; and therefore Chriſt adds, That the 
world may believe that thou haſt ſent me. It is ES8EN- 


E ] 


Judgment to themſelves ©. and ſee how he ſets be- 


fore them the Chriſtian union, chap. x1. of the 


firſt epiſtle. The Galatian churches likewiſe, by 
harkening to the judaizing teachers who wanted 
ſomething added to the bare truth, that Jeſus | 


Chriſt was the Son of God, to make them live, or 


juſtify them ; were ready to be moved from the 
truth to doubtful diſputations, and, in conſequence, 


from the law of brotherly love, to bite and devour 


one another, But the apoſtle, who told them, he 
| lived by ube faith of the Son of God, and ſaid, Far 
be it, that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs. of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, repreſented them as bewitched*, 
and addreſſed them thus: My little children, of 


whom 1 travail i in birth again, until Chriſt be formed 
1 fland in doubt of you*, So much were 


TIAL to the goſpel converſation in a church of 
Chriſt, that the members and faſt in one ſpirit, 
with one mind, ſtriving TOGETHER for the faith; 


aud in nothing terrified by their adverſaries; wad 
this is an evident token of their ſalvation. But 


wherever we ſee a church or ſociety differently 
minded about the goſpel and the things of it, and 


forbearing one another in their differences, we 


may with all boldneſs and freedom of heart pro- 


nounce them Antichriſtian, or ſpeak of them 
under any name that imports an unclean corrupt 


41 Cor. xi. 27—30. Gal. v. 1. * Gal. iv. 12—19. 


5 John x xvii. 21. Phil. i. 27, 28. 


ſociety, 


FE 22 1 


ſociety, diſaffected to the goſpel and the! Jaws ok 


the kingdom of Heaven and * evident marks 
of perdition. 


All the firſt churches gathered by the influence | 
of the goſpel only, had among them Chriſt's new 


commandment of brotherly love, the great evi- 


| dence and trial of faith unfeigned i. And all the 


_ outward expreſſions of brotherly love they regu- 
larly practiſed. They ſaluted one another with a 
| kiſs of charity *; They waſhed one anothers feet 


| when ever need required l: They alſo had their 


feaſts of charity ® or their own ſupper n, where 


they fed the poor brethren. And, as Jeſus firſt 
made himſelf known to his diſciples, as alive from 


the dead, in eating with them e; fo they conver- 
ſed freely and familiarly together, at theſe feaſts, 


concerning the reſurrection of 1 and his ſecond : 


coming. 


* apoſtolie chinther came together every 
Lord's day at leaſt, 70 eat the Lord's Supper, or 
break bread, in remembrance of Chriſt's death, and | 

the promiſe of his coming from Heaven; as well 8 
to obſerve the Apoſtle's fellowſhrp, or contribution, 5 

hear their do&rine, and offer up Prayers—praifing : 

God. Acts ii. 42. For they continued Redfaſtly or 


_ conſtantly in the obſervation of theſe things. 
The churches round about us, have in their prac- 


tice, mangled this order of the firſt churches in a 


moſt ſad manner. F. ew, or none of — conti- 


i Tim. i. = " Job xiii, 36 35, and Gas: xiv. 21, 5 | 


and chap. xv. 1 17. * Rom. xvi. 20. 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 


2 Cor, Xii. 12. i Thel. v. 26, 1 Pet. v. 114. John 


xili. 14, 15. 1 Tim. v. 10. Jude 12. 2 Pet. ii. 13. 


1 Cor. xi. 21. This 3 was abuſed in the church at 


Corinth, as was alſo the Lord's ſupper; but Paul did not ſet 


either ſupper aſide, but gave direction to reform their diſorders. 


0 Luke xxiv. 32 3 42, 43. 


nue 
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T nue conſtatitly i in breaking of bread, as they do in 
obſerving the Lord's Day: many of them pay lit- 
tle or no regard to Fearing the Apoſile's dottrine, 


as it lies in their writings :—And none of them 
mind the Apotie's fellowſhip as ſacred, or with any 
regularity. They have their ſermons indeed con- 


ſtantly. But the daily exbortations. of the firſt. 
_ churches *, they find no uſe for, and therefore pay 
no reſpect, at all to them, as far as I underſtand. 
But in the firſt churches the members uſed to ex- 
Hort one another daily. Is it poſſible that any man 
can reverence the Apoſtles as divinely inſpired, 


and yet reſpect theſe modern churches as truly = 
chriſtian ? Far hence be the Thought! 


The firſt churches minded the e of. We ; 


9 Lord, the head. of the church, which forbid lay- 
ing up treaſures on earth, ſeeking what they ſhould =o 
cat and drink, and wherewithal they Kould be - 

_ clothed, like the nations of the world; and en- 
Joined laying up treaſure in heaven, by giving in 
alms all they had to ſpare, feeding the hungry. 
Clothing the naked, viſiting. the ſick, receiving 
Ins ſtrangers. "Theſe firſt churches ſuppoſed this to 

be pure and undefiled religion, to viſit the father- 
leſs and widows in their afflition, And they were 
ſo ſimple as to believe Chriſt's word, had no hidden 
or double meaning in them: For where your trea- 
ſure is, there will your bearts be alſo.—Ye cannot 
ſerve Goa and Mammon. But in our modern 
Churches it can be ealily- explained, bow a poor 
man in the chriſtian profeſſion, may ſwell his ſub- 
ſtance till he has goods laid up for many years, and 
yet have his heart all the while in heaven, and be 
a very" reſpectable chriſtian. Yea and ſome pro- 
ceed fo far as to pen this gain godlineſs. What 
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poor ſhort-ſighted creatures were the art Chriſtians” 


in compariſon with the modern! Indeed the gof- 


pel at firſt ſometimes made converts of rich men 

(though not many ſuch were called). Theſe they 
did not require to become poor men, but CHARGED | 

them to be rich in good works, and not truſt in un- 
certain riches, but in the living God, the preſerver 


of all men, but eſpecially the Faithful. 


Fe firſt churches held ſacred their diſcipline ; 3 
and practiſed it, not according to their o.] n wil. 
dom, but according to the expreſs direction de- 

hvered to them. This direction ſtands in 1 Cor. 


chap. v. and Matt. chap. xviit. According to the 
former of theſe paſſages, when any one of the bro- 


| therhood appeared with a wicked character, as a 
fornieator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, 
or a drunkard, or an-extortioner, they neither gave 
any admonition nor exerciſed any forbetrarice! but di- 
rectly put away from among themſelves that wicked 
perſon. In Matt. chap. xviii. the Lord does not ſpeak 
5 f theſe ſort of offences, but of offences againſt one 
anotber, through pride and neglect of the law of bro- 
 therly love, Chriſt's new Commandment. When 
any brother offended againſt another in this way, 
the offended brother went to the other and told him 


his fault privately ; and if he acknowledged it, it 


was well, and the other forgave him; if not, the of. 


fended brother took either one or two more bre- 
thren with him, and che offence was urged a ſecond 
time; if the offending brother neglecled hearing 
them, the offence came directly before the whole 


brotherhood, the church, and if he would not hear 


the church, he was then cut off. And what theſe 
churches did on earth was confirmed in heaven, in 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt botn.— 


Such were the rules and bounds of their forbear- 


ANCE. —][n this way did the brethren 1 in theſe churches 
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farbear one another in love ; 4 to keep the 


unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 

Indeed the Jewiſh Chriſtians kept the Law of | 
Moſes till their conſciences were looſed from it by 
divine revelation, which came not till they receiv- 
ed that epiſtle Which is addreſſed to them, the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, which diſcharged them 
from the Law. And the gentile Chriſtians” never 
came under the law, and therefore did not ob- 
ſerve it. In this difference the Jewiſh and gentile 
Chriſtians in the ſame Church were directed to for- 
bear one another: and, doing this, they each 
walked according to divine revelation. Sometimes 


indeed, they were ready to judge one another and 
to impoſe their Faith one upon another; the Jew 


ſeeking to bring the Gentile under his Law, and 
the Gentile ſeeking to draw the Jew into his Liber- 
ty. This ſeems to have been the caſe with the 
Church at Rome, and therefore Paul wrote very 
particularly upon it. See Rom. Chap, xiv. 
Every one of theſe firft Churches, that was 
ſet in order, had its preſbytery, its Biſhops or © 
paſtors * to over-ſee, to rule and to feed them with 
the word of God's grace. The modern way of 


one paſtor in one Church was ey unknown 


among them. 

With this Faith and in this Order the firſt 
Churches of the Saints appeared in the World. 
The truth they believed, and were ſaved by, 
was the fame that Jeſus believed; for oy 
had zhe ſame ſpirit of Faith, Pſalm 116. 

2 Cor. iv. 13, 14. And believing that Jeſus was 


the beloved Son of God, and HEARING HIM in 


the obſervation of all things, he commanded his 


„Mat. XVIII 19, 20. Acts xiv. 23. and xx. 17—28. Phil. 3. 
1. Tit, i. 5. 1 Pet. v. 14. james v. 14. 
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apoſtles to teach them, they patiently bor” 


the reproach of the world that hated them, as 


it had hated Jeſus before. And the world is 
the world ſtill, even where it is under a form 
of Chriſtianity; and the ſame old hatred of the 


truth and of all who are of it remains ſtill on 
the earth and will do to the end. There are 4 


few churches that have appeared, attempting t 


go forth by the foot-ſteps of the firſt flocks. And 


they find Chriſt s words as true now as his Diſci- 
ples did at the beginning: I bave given them thy 


word, and the World hath hated them. But they 
call to mind that the firſt Chriſtians gloried in 
Tribulations, and that all Chriſt's followers are 


predeſtinated to a conformity e to him in ſuffer- 
ing, and that the ſuffering of this preſent time 
is not worth comparing with the glory to come, 
Indeed the Chriſtian world is more inexcuſeable 
in deſpiſing the faith and character of Chriſt, than 
were the oſd Jewiſh and Gentile Worlds. 


To conclude, I {ce no reaſon to make any great 


account of the differences ſubſiſting between 
the different Denominations of Chriſtian pro- 
feſſors. They might even aboliſh their differences 
without! injuring the main of Religion in any one 


Denomination. But the companies that follow 
the Lamb that was ſlain to his Kingdom, muſt 


ſtill be known by that which diſtinguiſhed them 
from the World, when they firſt appeared in it: 


Here are they that keep the commanaments of God, 


and * Haigh of Jeſu, oc 58 


2 Rom. viii. 29. 
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In Page 9. I. 32, read ſpecious. p. 16. 1, 21. read deceafe. 


